
Remarks 

The drawings were objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR L84(p)(4) because 
different reference characters have been used to designate the same parts. Proposed drawing 
changes are being submitted herewith wherein deletions are shown in red and additions are 
shown in green. 

The abstract and disclosure were objected to because of informalities. It is submitted that 
the objections are overcome by the present amendment. The comment that at page 6, lines 14- 
16, that "the specification does not clearly explain how the spooling out of the line causes 
element 34 to spin and release the flag" is believed to be misplaced, as it is known by those of 
ordinary skill in the art and U.S. Patent No. 2,654,176 to Kachelski, et al. explains in greater 
detail and is incorporated by reference at page 6, lines 11-13. 

Claims 1 and 2 were objected to because of informalities. It is submitted that the present 
amendment overcomes the objection. 

Claims 2 through 4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. It is submitted 
that the present amendment overcomes the rejection. 

Claims 1 through 4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a); claims 1 and 2 as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,979,101 to Muenchow in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,074,072 
to Serocki, et al. The claims-have been cancelled and it is submitted that the present amendment 
overcomes these rejections. In particular, claim 5 includes the limitation that the power source is 
located generally at the base assembly so that significant weight is not at the flag arm. 
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Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and 
claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings to 
show changes made." 
Dated: October 2 ^ , 2002 

Respectfully submi 



barren E. Pieczynsl 
Applicant 
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I hereby certify that the above-noted paper is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed^to: Commissioner^ Patents and 


Trademarks, Washington, D.C., 20231 on October 


, 2002 as first ab 
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Application No. 10/066,267 


VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

In the Specification 

The paragraph beginning at page 3, line 8 has been amended as follows: 
The constant burning type lights used can be confused with headlights and taillights of 
vehicles traveling on a frozen lake. A constant burning light draws 100% of [it's] its power 
consumption at all times, so the power source life can be short lived. These indicators are also 
currently limited in color options so that ownership of a tip-up with a strike may be falsely 
identified in heavily fished areas such as tournaments. 

The paragraph beginning at page 3, line 13 has been amended as follows: 
The lights that are specified by the patent examples listed are located on places of the tip- 
up other [then] than the extreme end of the flag, limiting their visibility. The weight of these 
existing devices would be more than the strength of flag springs can raise to the upright position. 
The paragraph beginning at page 5, line 12 has been amended as follows: 
[Figure 3 is a perspective view] Figures 3A and 3B are perspective views of a cordless 
version of the invention. 

The paragraph beginning at page 6, line 10 has been amended as follows: 
With reference to the drawings, an ice fishing apparatus is shown generally in Figure 2. 
The apparatus is of the tip-up variety such as disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 2,654,176 issued to 
Kachelski, et al., incorporated herein by reference, and will hereby be the reference for the 
description of a tip-up apparatus. As the apparatus spans an ice fishing hole, hook 35, sometimes 
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[bated] baited , entices a fish to strike. Once the bait is taken and line is spooled out from spool 
36, assembly 34 will then spin releasing the flag to the upright position. This chain of events is 
well known in the art. To accomplish an important function of the invention, there is further 
shown in Figure 2 the present invention utilized on the tip-up. Detachable power pack 31 is 
connected via conductors 21 to tilt switch / flashing light assembly 32. Removable fasteners 37 
are used to attach the conductors 21 and flashing light assembly to the flag pole. After a fish 
strike and chain of events as stated previously, the flag pole carrying the flag and flashing light 
assembly will swing to upright position 33, activating the flashing light by means of a tilt switch. 
The tilt switch is preferably of the mercury variety though may be gravity activated or 
mechanical wherein the switch completes the electrical circuit to the flashing light source. 
The paragraph beginning at page 7, line 1 has been amended as follows: 
Figure 1 displays a preferred embodiment as utilized in Figure 2. Removable power 
source [20] 31 can be stored on ones person awaiting low light conditions to arm the flashing 
light source. Power source [20] 31 is connected to the flashing light source via cord 21, having a 
jack in which to connect the electrical property means to the flashing light source. Cord 21 
conductors are fed into weather tight tubular enclosure 23, and sealed with rubber bushing 22. 
Enclosure 23 is surrounded with a high grade weather resistant reflective membrane 24. 
Enclosure 23 acts as a weather tight enclosure to protect further circuitry, tilt switch and flashing 
light 25, and all electrical connections thereof. 360 degree lens 26 covers the flashing light 
assembly providing a weather tight seal at the extreme end of the apparatus. Lens 26, when 
present invention is mounted to a tip-up, is located at the highest point to become a flashing 
beacon when flag pole is in upright, vertical position (post fish strike). 
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The paragraph beginning at page 7, line 13 has been amended as follows: 
It is another feature that the enclosure be reflective. The reflective material acts as an 
indicator performing multiple functions. First, when the ice fishing tip-up is in place spanning a 
hole with the flag down awaiting a fish strike, it is vulnerable to motorized traffic on a frozen 
lake. The operators may see the fisherman though be unaware of the locations of the fisherman's 
equipment. When shined upon by the [vehicles] vehicle's light source, the reflective enclosure 
will illuminate, indicating the location of the equipment allowing the operator to steer clear. 
Another function is when the fisherman awaits a fish strike on the tip-up, the fisherman may scan 
the area with a flashlight or like device to verify the locations of the equipment. This is 
especially helpful during time to pick up the equipment before exiting the fishing location. The 
enclosure is mounted with [it's] its length parallel to the flag pole, so that a fisherman may tell 
the flag position, horizontal or flag down and vertical flag up, by use of a flashlight or like device 
simply by shining the tip-up and determining the position of the reflective material. This is 
especially helpful if the unit is unarmed without the power source or if electronic failure occurs, 
so that the fisherman can still determine the flag position. 

The paragraph beginning at page 8, line 21 has been amended as follows: 
Figure 5 illustrates a cutaway view of tubular enclosure [65] 23 of the flashing light 
source. In this embodiment, conductors surrounded by a protective coating 66, enter the 
enclosure where electrical connections 63 reside for the tilt switch 61 and flashing light [62] 25. 
A view of lens [64] 26 covers light [62] 25. 

The paragraph beginning at page 9, line 1 has been amended as follows: 
In the illustrated embodiment Figure 3, a cordless version of the invention is shown. 
Tubular enclosure 42 is reflective and topped with lens 43. Pin type cell 41 supplies power to 
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the unit. Cell 41 may be inserted into enclosure 42 in two directions. Figure 3 A exhibits a view 
of the pin type cell, positive pin 144 and negative pin 145. If pin type cell 41 is inserted positive 
pole first, internal connections would result in arming or powering the device awaiting tilt 
activation. If the cell is inserted in the opposite direction, partial view Figure 3B, the positive 
and negative poles of the cell will be outside the unit disarming the apparatus, though sealing the 
hole and operating as a holder for the cell. 

The paragraph beginning at page 12, line 3 has been amended as follows: 
An apparatus for indicating an ice fishing tip-up strike or marking trails in low light 
conditions by a flashing light source located [on] at the extreme end of apparatus includes a tilt 
switch to determine whether flag arm is horizontal or vertical position. A reflective enclosure of 
the tilt switch/flashing light source is used to protect the electrical connections of conductors, tilt 
switch and flashing light source. Conductors connect the power source via a jack/socket junction 
to apply and disconnect power from the flashing light source. The apparatus is attached to a flag 
arm of existing known fishing devices. 

In the Claims 

The claims have been amended as follows. 
Claims 1 through 4 have been canceled. 
The following claims have been added: 

5. (new) An ice fishing tip-up display to be used with an ice fishing tip-up 
assembly having a flag arm assembly and a base assembly comprising: 

a flashing light source adopted to be removably attached to a flag end of 
the tip-up flag arm assembly; 
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a power source generally at the base assembly to supply power to the 

flashing light source; 

a reflective enclosure to house the flashing light source; and 

a tilt switch to activate the flashing light source when the flag assembly is 

in a generally vertical position and deactivate the flashing light source when the flag 

assembly is generally in the horizontal position. 
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